STUDY GUIDE

INTRODUCTION
AUTHOR—The book is ascribed to Malachi, whose name means “my messenger.” Since the term occurs in 3:1, and since both
prophets and priests were called messengers of the Lord (see Mal 2:7; Hag 1:13), some have thought “Malachi” to be only a
title that tradition has given the author. The view has been supported by appeal to the pre-Christian Greek translation of the
Old Testament (the Septuagint), which translates the term in Mal 1:1 “his messenger” rather than as a proper noun. The
matter, however, remains uncertain, and it is still very likely that Malachi was in fact the author’s name.
BACKGROUND—Spurred on by the prophetic activity of Haggai and Zechariah, the returned exiles under the leadership of
their governor Zerubbabel finished the temple in 516 B.C. In 458 the community was strengthened by the coming of the
priest Ezra and several thousand more Jews. Artaxerxes, king of Persia, encouraged Ezra to reconstitute the temple worship
(Ezr 7:17) and to make sure the law of Moses was being obeyed (Ezr 7:25–26).
Fourteen years later (444) the same Persian king permitted his cupbearer Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem and rebuild its
walls (Neh 6:15). As newly appointed governor, Nehemiah also spearheaded reforms to help the poor (Neh 5:2–13), and he
convinced the people to shun mixed marriages (Neh 10:30), to keep the Sabbath (Neh 10: 31) and to bring their tithes and
offerings faithfully (Neh 10:37–39).
In 433 B.C., Nehemiah returned to the service of the Persian king and during his absence the Jews fell into sin once more.
Later, however, Nehemiah came back to Jerusalem to discover that the tithes were ignored, the Sabbath was broken, the
people had intermarried with foreigners, and the priests had become corrupt (Ne 13:7–31). Several of these same sins are
condemned by Malachi (see 1:6–14; 2:14–16;3:8–11).
DATE—The similarity between the sins denounced in Nehemiah and those denounced in Malachi suggests that the two
leaders were contemporaries. Malachi may have been written after Nehemiah returned to Persia in 433 B.C. or during his
second period as governor. Since the governor mentioned in Mal 1:8 (see note there) probably was not Nehemiah, the first
alternative may be more likely. Malachi was most likely the last prophet of the Old Testament era (though some place Joel
later).
THEMES AND THEOLOGY—The theological message of the book can be summed up in one sentence: The Great King
(Mal 1:14) will come not only to judge his people (3:1–5; 4:1) but also to bless and restore them (Mal 3:6–12; 4:2).

Source: The International Bible Society

Week #1—How Have You Loved Us?
Malachi 1:2-5—Cameron Lee
BIG IDEA
Malachi, the oracle (or “divine voice”) for God, writes to the descendants of Israel (Jacob) reminding them that “Yahweh”
remains in a faithful and loving covenantal relationship (much like a marriage) with them, as a nation. He reminds them that
He holds authority over all nations and that His glory is manifest in prosperity and ruin.
COMMENTARY
God begins His dialog with the descendant people of Israel by stating “I love you.” Israel replies belligerently with “How have
you loved us?” (Mal 1:2) Remember - Israel is a nation who has repeatedly turned away from the Lord and experienced
division, exile, slavery, destruction, ruin and wandering; questioning everything that has ever been promised but never seems
to happen. Their recollection of God’s blessing is always distant, shrouded in darkness, and drowned beneath the grumblings
of their heart.
God relates His love of Jacob and His rejection of Esau, Jacob’s elder brother, as foretold since conception (Gen 25: 21-26).
Everything that would traditionally have been passed to Esau is sold (Gen 25:29-34) and stolen (Gen 27:1-29) by Jacob, whom
God protects and prospers, fulfilling His promises to Jacob (Gen 28:11-15). Esau is cursed with hardship, separation from God,
death and servitude to Jacob (Gen 27:39-40). The hand of the Lord keeps the descendants of Edom (Esau) in desolation, as
punishment for forsaking Jacob (Obadiah 1:10-11) and revolting against Judah (2Kings 8:20-22). All their efforts to rebuild are
ruined and torn down as an example of a wicked nation scorned by God and left for the jackals of the wilderness forever (Mal
1:3-4). God’s hatred of Edom is an example to Israel of how a scorned nation exists and ultimately falls bringing magnification
of His authority and power over all nations (Malachi 1:5).
RESPONSE
What would your life be like if you knew God was against you like Edom? Could you see yourself spitting in God’s face saying
you were beyond His reach? Would you have the tenacity and persistence to build cities and establish a life for yourself
knowing God has spoken destruction and death upon you and all that you attempt. Would you gloat and rejoice at the
calamity of your brothers misfortune; delighting in the sins of your heart? May it never be.

Fortunately, God has shared the truth of His love and grace. God relates His chosen relationship to Israel as a covenantal
relationship reflected like the covenants of marriage (Jer 3). In Malachi He reiterates this concept with the simple phrase “I
have loved you.” (Mal 1:2) It is important to remember that God chose Israel, much like a husband chooses his wife. When a
wife is chosen all other women are set aside. The best of God’s blessings lavish Israel as His, much the same as a good
husband showers his wife with the best of all he has to give. Is it wrong to want what is given to be returned in like kind?
Although Israel plays the harlot and seeks after other Gods and nations and separates herself from the Lord, He remains
steadfast remembering His covenant with her. God allows Israel to turn away and live in desolation, receiving the
consequences of her desires. He is always there to reclaim her when she repents and reconciles herself to Him (Jer (3:11-14).
From the line of Israel the greatest portal of God’s love will come to pass in the birth, life, death and resurrection of His son
Jesus the messiah; the bridegroom who will institute the reversal of the great divorce of God and His creation. Sin and
division will be overcome as reunion, peace, and everlasting joy resounding throughout the heavens forever. “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life (John
3:16).” Amen.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Is “love” a feeling or a choice? How does that change the value and perspective of “love”?
2. What is a covenant? Why does it matter?
3. Have you ever found yourself lost in a season when God seemed so absent? How did you get out of that season? What did
it take on your part?
4. Does your mind dwell upon the blessings of your life or the grumblings of your heart? How does that change the outcome
of your experiences?
5. How do/can you build a deep and meaningful covenantal relationship daily with God?

Week #2—How Are We Despising Your Name?
Malachi 1:6-2:9—Noah Soltani
BIG IDEA
The people and priests of Israel disrespected God through negligence of the various duties and covenants He tasked them
with doing. Because they strayed from God’s path, He punished them and their descendants in accordance with their actions.
God deserves our fullest dedication and knows the true intentions behind all our actions.
COMMENTARY
Unworthy Sacrifices
God starts by questioning why Israel’s priests have not given Him the respect He deserves, to which they ask Him to
specifically explain how they have disrespected Him. The Lord then states that they have shown contempt for Him by defiling
the sacrifices given to God. When they ask Him how they have defiled them God explains how the priests are accepting sick,
blind or otherwise tainted animals for God’s altar. The blame for these unacceptable sacrifices rests on both the priests and
the people of Israel; those who offered sacrifices brought what they thought was “good enough” for God and the priests
accepted these unworthy tributes. Both groups went through the motions but never truly completed their duties as they
treated it as a chore instead of something to be grateful or joyful for. We too, can struggle with seeing serving God as a
privilege. We should remind ourselves that God’s plan is more wonderful than anything we can make ourselves and that
progressing it is something to be taken seriously and happily.
The Lord talks about how these unclean offerings display Israel’s attitude towards Him, that they hold God in contempt when
they don’t give Him their best. He asks the Israelites if their governor would accept these offerings to further enforce His point
(Malachi 1:8). The answer to that question (a solid “no”) demonstrated that God’s people had come to value Him less than
their earthly overseers. Isn’t it interesting that Israel seems to offer better things to their government than to God? It really
drives home how little they respected Him. God doesn’t deserve what is “good enough” when it comes to giving glory to Him.
He merits the greatest praise and should be tended to above all other authorities. However, it’s important to remember that
reading God’s word and spending time with Him does not earn us favors from Him, but inconsistencies in our praises insult
God when we ask things of Him.
God’s Warning for the Priests
God calls out the priests specifically, showing how they have strayed from the example Levi set for them (remember that all
priests were Levites in biblical times) and that they, ironically, were the source of Israel’s corruption. Once they strayed from
God’s path, they caused many others to falter in their faith, something the Lord takes very seriously. God made a covenant

with Levi that created the priesthood (Malachi 2:4-5) Levi’s commitment to fulfilling his holy duties was why he was chosen
for this. He held God in the highest regard and feared Him in the most respectful sense imaginable. Levi, above everything
else, spoke from the word of God truthfully and with the best intentions. God laments on how Levi’s descendants have
abandoned his example and have shown favoritism when carrying out their duties (Malachi 2:9). For this, God punished the
priests and their descendants in accordance with the covenant He had made with Levi. Spiritual leaders today are in just as
much pressure as these priests were. Being a leader in Christ’s church is a difficult undertaking, and a calling that comes with
the burden of being responsible for the spiritual well-being of others. Additionally, since God doesn’t take too kindly to those
who regress the faith of others (Malachi 2:8), it is in our best interest to make sure our brothers and sisters in Christ are
supported in their walks with Jesus.
The priests of Israel failed to keep Levi’s covenant for a variety of reasons. For one, they (unlike Levi) no longer feared God in
the way that a son fears his father; they did not respect his rules or authority. This lack of reverence led to the disobedience
of God’s commands on the part of the priests. Even worse, this attitude ended up spreading throughout the rest of Israel as
people followed the Levites’ example.
RESPONSE


God should be exalted above other priorities or authorities in one’s life.



It is a terrible thing to cause others to stumble in their faith, and so that must be avoided.



Believers today could also benefit from remembering to fear God (respectfully).



Leaders, in living with God, are held to high standards and set an example for others.



Thanks to Christ, we are all priests in Jesus and should take our responsibilities as such. Like the priests before us, we could
present a bad example for those outside the faith if we do not live for God’s glory.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why do people (yourself included) sometimes put tasks or authorities above God?
2. What would be considered unworthy sacrifices that we may bring before God today?
3. Do you sometimes see your duties to Christ as a mundane task or chore? If so, why?
4. What parts of Levi’s example, as a man of God, do you need to improve on?
5. How could we guard ourselves against losing respect for God?

Week #3—Why Do You Not Accept Our Worship?
Malachi 2:10-16—Steve Starck
BIG IDEA—

COMMENTARY
to Jerusalem and surrounding areas

Worse, some were divorcing their wives just so they could marry pagan women. This too was something that God did not
desire (see Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 19:3-9). One commentary indicated that this was probably done for financial
gain – one of the quickest ways to secure wealth was to marry into it.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Week #4—How Have We Wearied You?
Malachi 2:17-3:5—Seth Riley
BIG IDEA
Malachi foretells the coming messenger who will make things right, purify His people, and judge all who do evil—including us.
COMMENTARY
Malachi concludes his accounting of the Israelite’s troubled attitude toward marriage by going to the bottom line: your
complaints and accusations have wearied the Lord. Then, anticipating their inevitable pushback, he tackles the elephant in
the room: Israel’s fundamental distrust of God’s sovereignty. Why do evildoers always seem to win? they ask. Where is the
justice you promised?
Instead of delving into the particulars of their argument, Malachi turned to prophecy: there will be a new chapter in God’s
relationship with Israel. God will send a messenger “who will clear the way before me” (Malachi 3:1, NET). Justice will come,
but be careful: justice will come to all and no one can stand against it. To the people who love God, this justice will come as
purification. Like a craftsman, God will use the sharp, fiery tool of justice to deliver them from their faults and will reinstate
relationship with His people once again.
Then, having purified His people, God will come alongside them and will judge those who do evil. He will be both witness and
judge for all the wrongs that have gone unpunished for so long. Like the Sermon on the Mount, chief among the list are the
marginalized: widows, laborers, and travelers. So, in the end, none of these wrongs have gone unnoticed. God is not ignoring
the plight of His people.
RESPONSE
As we read Malachi 2:17-3:5, many of us probably think of the way this passage mirrors Exodus. Over and over again, God
saves His people, but they lose sight of His deliverance and grumble. It’s funny how we tend to only look back at these
moments and fail to see the ways in which this situation speaks so clearly to our own.
After all, doesn’t it seem like the enemy just never loses? We spend so much time waiting for justice. We’re so tired of the
family member who insists upon being a problem. At work, it’s the coworker we can’t stand who gets the promotion. Society

is continually road blocked by political dead ends and by those who are constantly searching to expose corruption and
scandal. God’s creation is in tatters, yet it sometimes seems like He’s just so… silent. Like the Israelites living at the edge of
God’s 400 year silence, we face our own relative quiet as we anticipate Christ’s return. Honestly, it can be hard to endure. We
begin to grumble and toss accusations toward the sky, slapping at God for attention the way children cling to their parents.
Yet, at the same time, how many of our accusations are truly valid? How much do we resemble those who come against us?
How many of their sins are also our own? Like the Pharisees in the Gospels, we tend to gloss over our shortcomings. We
don’t give our best to God, and we cling to our redemption with our fingers in our ears.
God’s promise to deliver justice was met in Christ’s coming, yes, but this promise is still unfolding. We want justice to come
against our enemies but, if we were honest, we’re a little less excited to see that justice must also apply to us, for God’s
justice is a refining fire (1 Peter 1:7) and, in His justice, everything is brought to light. As we haphazardly and impatiently test
God with our accusations, we weary Him. But God is patient. All throughout the Bible, we see how silence preludes
deliverance and, again and again, we can see how His timing is full of purpose, grace, and justice.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. In a nutshell, what was the Lord weary of and what was Malachi’s purpose in what he said in 3:1-4?
2. Since we have received new life in Christ, why is it so easy for us to regress and feel we have been abandoned?
3. On the cross, Jesus famously echoed the Israelites’ pleas: why have you forsaken me? How does this affect your
understanding of this passage?
4. Knowing we will be tempted to grumble, how can we find ways to trust God and to live lives open to his timing and to his
impartial, loving justice?
5. What are some of the social issues addressed in 3:5 and what does this tell us about the character of God and what we, as
His people, should strive for as journey through life?

Week #5—How Have We Robbed You?
Malachi 3:6-12—Gary & Ruth Eklund
BIG IDEA
God reminds Israel of their rebellious history and how again they have been unfaithful, and then says it’s time to return to
Him. He challenges them to obey, give, and test Him to see what abundant blessings will pour out of the windows of heaven
for them.
COMMENTARY
God says to the descendants of Jacob: “I have kept my promise but you have disobeyed my rules (v3:6-7).” God then offers
the classic ‘quid pro quo’: “Return to me and I will return to you.” The people reply, thinking they have never left God, “How
can we return (v3:8)?” The Israelites, not sure how they got to where they are, have no idea how to get back. God then
explains that they are suffering (cursed) because they have withheld tithes and offerings due to Him, in effect robbing Him
(v3:9). He then challenges them to test Him. If they bring all their tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food for
the temple, He will “open up the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing so great that there won’t be enough room to
take it all in (v3:10).” He goes on to explain that their crops will be large as he protects them from insects and plagues. “Your
grapes will ripen and not fall from the vine (v3:11).” In addition to all of this, all nations will see you are blessed and you will
be “a land delightful and sparkling with happiness (v3:12).”
RESPONSE
What can we learn from the way the Israelites acted and from the promises God has made in Malachi 3:6-12?
First, if we obey the mandates (rules or commandments) of God in humble and faithful service we are guaranteed to
experience God’s blessings either now or in the coming kingdom.
Second, Malachi is calling out those who gave nothing, those who haphazardly gave, and those who are giving without
worshiping. God doesn’t need your money – He wants your heart! A closed hand is unable to receive a blessing. We worship
with open, generous hands so that we can open up ourselves to receive God’s blessings.

Third and finally, we see in these seven verses that once again God is always faithful to His covenant, even when we are not.
Like the Israelites, we will fail again. Unlike the Israelites in Malachi we have Christ who, as an example to us, gave generously
of himself even unto death out of obedience to God. With this sacrifice, He became the heavenly blessing that God has
given to us.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. God confronts, corrects, and challenges Israel. How has he done this in your life?
2. In spite of abundance, discuss why do some people lack generosity and only give when motivated by guilt? Why does
giving out of guilt tend to be a temporary fix to simply make yourself feel better for the moment? Do you think God
commands us to give? Why or why not?
3. If God wants our hearts, how does this relate to giving of our finances? Is 10% the magic number in order for God to have
our hearts? What was the purpose of the tithe on the Old Testament and how do we use that example today to examine
our own hearts? The Israelites lived under the law. We live under grace. Do you think the Israelites of Malachi 3:6-12
would buy into “Grace never expects less; it always demands more” in terms of grace-inspired giving?
4. In Malachi 3:10-11 the Lord challenges the Israelites to test Him. Why do you think He does this?
5. Malachi 3:6-12 is about the Israelites’ heart attitude. Outside of giving of our resources, how might we be robbing God?
What are we not doing that we should be doing or giving to God?

Week #6—How Have We Criticized You?
Malachi 3:13-18—Greg Stanislaw
BIG IDEA
In this selection, God addresses two groups of followers: one group is angry with God because they feel they aren’t gaining
anything by following Him, while the other group fears the Lord and gathers together to support one another. Make no
mistake, God is pleased with one group and angry at the other.
COMMENTARY
The first group is angry because they felt that they had put their time in, yet they had no material gains to show for it. They
saw God as some sort of cosmic vending machine. They wanted to put their coin in and get their bag of chips. In this case,
their coin was their public prayers and sacrifices. This is the relationship that they desired and were angry that God didn’t
play along with their idea of how the relationship should work. They were also angry that others who were not offering
sacrifices and prayers seemed to be blessed by God. These were the people who got their bag of chips for free because they
bumped the vending machine.
God sees the empty religion of this group and condemns them for it. They practiced religion in full view of the community
and they were motivated by what they thought they should gain. They did not fear or love God. They practiced a selfish
religion and saw God as a means to an end. They were envious of what others had. Did they even know if those they
complained about were “arrogant” and “evil?” Or, were they saying this because those they were complaining about were
not as obvious in their worship of God?
The second group is different because they feared, respected, and honored God. They gathered together and encouraged
each other by speaking to one another. God commemorated their commitment to Him by having their names recorded on a
scroll. Their quiet dedication was rewarded through God’s recognition.
God declares that this second group of followers “will belong to me…” God says that He will remember this group during the
day of judgement. He will spare them His judgement when He separates the righteous from the wicked and those who serve
Him and those who do not.

RESPONSE
So what should we take from this passage? Obviously, there are two groups. One has angered God and the other pleases the
Lord. What do these groups look like from the outside? The group that angers God might even look more pious and devout
without knowing what is in their hearts. The group that pleases God might not get much attention from those observing from
the outside. They gather together and support each other. This sounds like something that is done in private, not in the
middle of the town square. The recognition of their dedication was known to God alone. The first group would only have
been happy if their names were placed on a billboard for all to see.
Ultimately, the take away is to look inside ourselves and determine our motivation for serving and worshiping. Who is our
audience? Are we performing for the rest of the church and those around us or are we really trying to get closer to God and
let Him transform us. Do we need to be seen serving or are we happy to serve where no one but God can see us? Do we put
our charity on display or are we satisfied to give anonymously? These are questions that we should ask ourselves
continuously. These are not questions of doubt that should drag us down, but they are refining questions that reveal where
we should allow God to work in our lives.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Have you ever gotten something for free from a vending machine? What did you do with it?
2. How do we discern righteousness versus wickedness?
3. How would you explain the fear of God to an unbeliever?
4. What is the importance of gathering together and supporting one another? How can this be done in a real and authentic
manner? How could it be done incorrectly?
5. Realizing that these are some of the last recorded words before 400 years of silence, what weight do they carry for us
today? (This could apply to the whole book of Malachi)

S T U D Y
G U I D E

R E S O U R C E S
“Christ Centered Exposition – Exalting Jesus in Zephaniah, Haggai,
Zechariah and Malachi” by: Fries, Rummage and Gallaty.

thebibleproject.com

ECF meets every SUNDAY @ 10 AM at Rose Hill Middle School in Redmond WA.
Visit ecfconnect.org for more details about who we are and what we do!

