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Week 3: “Accused for Me” - Matthew 26:57-27:26 

 

Introduction: 

This week we are looking at the third message in our Instead of Me series. During this series we 

are focusing on how Jesus didn’t just die for us but actually instead of us. Matthew’s Gospel 

moves chronologically through the events leading up to Christ’s death and resurrection. This 

week we will look at Jesus’ two trials, one before the Sanhedrin and one before Pilate. We’ll 

consider four main characters in this narrative and try to discover just how we might identify with 

them as we daily walk through our own spiritual journey. 

This week’s main point:  

Jesus was accused for us, because He actually became us, in order that He might carry forward 

the plan to pay the penalty for our sin and redeem us from the eternal death we deserved. 

The purpose of the trials in this passage was to make sure that Jesus would be put to death. 

Matthew emphasizes the lies put forward by the Jewish leaders gathered against Jesus. The 

leaders were not looking for the truth. Rather, they were looking for “proof” of the charges they 

brought against Him. This is a common way we think about issues we have already made up our 

mind about: We seek evidence that corroborates our desired outcome. But, between the lies and 

mishandling of justice, God had planned, and was bringing about, the salvation for everyone who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah. Amazingly, if the elders and priests had truly 

seen the evidence they were looking for, they might have worshiped Jesus instead of condemning 

Jesus. 

Read Matthew 26:57-75 

● What first stuck out to you when you read Matthew 26:57-75? 

● What questions did these verses raise as you read them? 

● Why do you think this passage is in the Bible? 

● How was Jesus’ trial with the Sanhedrin unjust? 

Judas Betrays: Read Matthew 27:1-26 

 What first stuck out to you when you read Matthew 27:1-26? 

 What questions did these verses raise as you read them? 

 Who were the four people exposed in Jesus’ trial? What about each one was 
revealed? 
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 Caiaphas—the ________________________. 

 Peter—the ________________________. 

 Pilate—the ________________________. 

 Judas—the ________________________. 
 

 With which of the people above do you most identify? In what ways do you 
identify with them? 

 

Application Questions: 

 How do these two passages help us better understand the gospel?  

 How has this entire series shaped your perception or understanding of Jesus’ death on the 
cross?   

 

Communion: 

The idea that Jesus was unjustly accused for us really doesn’t line up with the Biblical narrative 

of the Passion Week.  The plan, from before time began, was that Jesus would be the lamb slain 

for the sin of mankind.  In the Book of Revelation, we read that Jesus is “the Lamb that was slain 

from the creation of the world” Revelation 13:8 (NIV). The truth that arises from this narrative is 

that Jesus was accused for us because He became us.  The only way for salvation to become 

available to us was for the sinless Son of God to “become sin for us.” In so doing, Jesus was able 

to shoulder the accusation that belonged to us.  Take some time to discuss this with your group 

and then meditate on the significance of this as you take communion together. 

 


