
                                                                           (June 2021 Update) 
 

 
Where we’ve been  

From ECF’s inception in 2001, utilizing schools to gather was part of a strategic plan to control 
costs and to also find, and invest in, organic serving opportunities through the school community. 
It has become a significant part of our identity and a major outlet for us to Love, Serve and 
Connect with our broader community. In 2013, ECF almost closed on a deal to purchase a church 
building in Kirkland, but at the last minute the other church decided not to sell. Since then, ECF 
has continued to meet in Rose Hill Middle School and remain faithful to the service opportunities 
God has provided as a result of that model. 
 

Where we are 
Obviously COVID-19 threw a sizable wrench into our model, but through God’s continued grace 
and provision, we have been able to function and host in-person worship and other gatherings 
since September 2020 at the ECF Event Center, while continuing to pursue our way back to Rose 
Hill Middle School. 
 

Where we’re going 
In November of 2020, a small group of our legacy members approached our leadership with a 
kingdom- centered desire to gift ECF with over one million dollars through a donor-directed fund, 
with the hopes of re-engaging the process we walked through in 2012-2013 to find a permanent 
home for ECF. After a few months of prayer and preliminary findings, our elder team made the 
decision to officially launch this search and see what other doors God has ECF walking through in 
this season. We have formed a Project Next Door Team and are now gathering information 
through networking and seeking counsel from those who are in relevant areas of expertise on 
the eastside. We’re calling this endeavor Project Next Door simply because we’ve seen 
throughout our existence God’s way of bringing us doors to walk through, and throughout the 
process growing our faith and trust in His goodness. We see this as similar to when we began our 
search for our next lead pastor which had its own set of open and closed doors, and ultimately 
led us to Joseph Rahm, who became our lead pastor on February 01, 2021.  
 
We want to be very clear; we are not only on a quest to buy a building.  Our quest is to walk 
through this door that we believe God has opened and see where He leads.  At the same time, 
we will continue to be focused on our ministry vision to love, connect, and serve our 
community.    Our commitment is to walk through this door faithfully and to follow God’s 
direction.  We have not predetermined an outcome; we have predetermined to be faithful (as 
a church). 
 
 

Possible scenarios being investigated (next page) 
 



- Coming along side another church with an existing building 
- Light Industrial Buildout (similar to our current office/EventCenter) 
- Raw land buildout  
- Inclusive of our target area (generally Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond and South Bothell)  

 
 

Cost 
Current cash on hand in our Building Fund (raised in 2013) and the funds pledged by the small 
group of member’s totals approximately $1.5 million. Now, if we do find a building to purchase, 
we anticipate it costing more than our previous opportunity (2013) to buy an existing church 
building which you may remember was $3.2 million.  We will be much more specific as 
opportunities arise but suffice it to say we anticipate needing to raise another one to two million 
internally through faith pledges in order for our total monthly cost to stay within our current 
operating budget, which is a priority our elder team has made very clear to the PND team. With 
that being said, we don’t ever want to get ahead of God’s plan which may include 
something different and better than we ask or imagine. 
 
 

What are some other specific ways you can be involved? 
Join our Prayer Team 

Network  
(Connect with us if you or others you may know who can help us with this process) 

- Local Churches that you may be aware of that are in transition  
- Commercial property that you see may be available for purchase 

- Christian brothers and sisters that are in the Construction/Remodel industry  
-If you have a skill that you’d like to contribute 

 
Recap 

No predetermined destination…just steps of obedience, with hopes of continuing to grow in our 
effectiveness in sharing Jesus with our community through words, acts and love! 
 
 

Questions/Comments: 
Call or Email our Associate Pastor & PND Project manager any time! 
206-640-9257 / kasrasoltani@myecf.org 
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